
’’With 272 apartment units 
in the South Tower ready 
for occupancy, NuStyle 

Development wanted to 
ensure that OCCUPANTS’ 
SAFETY CAME FIRST AND 

FOREMOST. To accomplish 
this, the development 

firm relied on their trusted 
partners who collaborated 

together on numerous 
multifamily projects 

over the years.

Omaha is known for its rich cultural heritage 
and hosts a vibrant arts scene, with numerous 
theaters, galleries, music venues and world- 
class dining options. The annual Omaha 
Summer Arts Festival, showcasing local 
and national talent, is a highlight for art 
enthusiasts. The city also takes pride in 
its local breweries, craft beer culture and 
culinary festivals, making it a haven for 
food and beverage lovers. 

As the largest city in the state of Nebraska, 
Omaha is a bustling urban center offering 
diverse opportunities and experiences to 
people of all ages. The city boasts a thriving 
business landscape, attracting major 
corporations and employment prospects. 
The city’s strategic location along the Missouri 
River has historically played a crucial role in 
its growth and prosperity. It has become a 
desirable place to reside with an uptick in 
residential development.

Omaha’s vibrant downtown skyline is a 
testament to its urban development and 
architectural excellence. The cityscape 
encompasses a mix of modern skyscrapers, 
historic landmarks, and charming 
neighborhoods, each contributing to 
Omaha’s unique character. It’s no wonder 
that NuStyle Development, which has served 

downtown Omaha residents for over 30 
years, decided to convert the Central Park 
Plaza twin towers downtown into over 700 
luxury apartments. The redeveloped complex 
is now called “The Duo Omaha”. This $163 
million project consists of renovating the 
buildings in two phases with final completion 
expected in 2026. The Duo Omaha is changing 
the game in high-end apartment complexes 
and is in high demand. This new apartment 
complex offers residents stylish living with 
top-tier amenities in the center of a city 
that has it all. With 272 apartment units 
in the South Tower ready for occupancy, 
NuStyle Development wanted to ensure that 
occupants’ safety came first and foremost. To 
accomplish this, the development firm relied 
on their trusted partners who collaborated 
together on numerous multifamily projects 
over the years.
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A Match Made in Heaven 
This high-end luxury apartment complex wanted 
to make sure that everything was in place prior to 
opening its doors to residents in the fall of 2025. It 
was imperative to give residents peace of mind 
by offering safe egress during emergencies at all 
access points. This required utilizing high quality, 
reliable exit devices and NuStyle Development 
knew exactly who to bring in to accomplish this. 

With a strong partnership for more than two 
decades, NuStyle Development entrusted Allegion 
and Johnson Hardware Company as their security 
partners to oversee this project from its inception 
through completion. A mainstay in public buildings 

for decades, Allegion’s Von Duprin® brand is known 
for its unparalleled quality and performance. 
From innovative exit devices to electronic access 
control solutions and accessories, Von Duprin 
doesn’t compromise when security and safety are 
at stake. The quality of Von Duprin’s exit devices 
matched the quality of this luxury apartment 
complex and was a match made in heaven— 
taking security and safety to the next level. 

As an authorized independent hardware dealer 
for Von Duprin, Johnson Hardware Company is no 
stranger to working with high profile real estate 
developers and supplying the right hardware 
solutions for multifamily projects. Founded in 
1855, Johnson Hardware is the oldest company 
in Nebraska and continues to raise the bar on 
providing cost-effective, reliable security and 
hardware solutions. “We strive to take the “Hard” 
out of “Hardware” for our customers and worked 
closely with the team of experts at Allegion on this 
project to accomplish this,” states Daniel Green, 
VP of Operations at Johnson Hardware Company. 
“The relationship between Johnson Hardware 
and Allegion is built on a strong foundation of 
trust and a commitment to excellence on every 
project we touch.” 

“Our goal is to make it as easy as possible for 
customers to do business with us by providing 
door solutions that are robust and recognized 

“WE STRIVE TO TAKE THE 
‘HARD’ OUT OF ‘HARDWARE’ 
for our customers and worked 
closely with the team of experts 
at Allegion on this project to 
accomplish this.” ’’
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for their reliability, durability and wide range 
of customizable options,” states Jack Madsen, 
Distribution Sales Representative at Allegion.

The Challenge 
With any type of renovation project, challenges 
can arise that require strong collaboration and 
teamwork to keep things on track. The Duo Omaha 
was no exception and required numerous 
contractors working onsite each day; creating 
a hectic scene. The project moved at a rapid 
pace, which led to difficulties 
in coordinating the timely 
arrival of hardware needed 
to complete the renovation. It 
was extremely challenging to 
ensure all essential materials 
were present on-site when 
needed to keep things on track.

“The Allegion team enjoyed 
working with Johnson Hardware 
and NuStyle Development to 
help create an organized work 
environment,” says Madsen. 
Good communication and planning were key 
to overcoming these obstacles as we could not 
have met the project deadlines and reached 
our goals without the full commitment from 
our experienced team.” 

The biggest challenge facing The Duo Omaha 
was being able to protect residents with a secure 
door locking mechanism that allowed free egress 
from the inside. With multiple access points located 
in each building, it was imperative to find the right 
solution that not only met code requirements; 
but also offered the highest standard of safety 
for occupants. 

Setting the Perfect Foundation
Finding the right exit device for The Duo Omaha 
was an easy one due to the existing relationships 
between NuStyle Development, Allegion and 
Johnson Hardware Company. Based on 
recommendations from Johnson Hardware, a 
decision was made to install 101 Von Duprin 
70 Series exit devices in the South Tower during 
Phase I that started in fall 2025 and 5 more during 
Phase 2 in the North Tower, with a completion date 
expected in August 2026. This was a perfect fit for 
this high-end apartment complex that offered 
residents a quality of life that was second to none. 

“Backed by high quality standards, the proven 
quality of Von Duprin exit device makes it one 
of the most reliable solutions on the market 
that I’m proud to recommend to our multifamily 
customers” says Green. “These exit devices are 
tested to the highest standards and proven in the 
field to perform under heavy use and abuse, giving 

peace of mind to occupants”. An added benefit 
is the versatility of the design which can be easily 
upgraded and adapted to most environments. 

The primary purpose of an exit device is to ensure 
that there is safe egress during emergencies with 
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“Backed by high quality standards, the proven 
quality of Von Duprin exit device makes it ONE 
OF THE MOST RELIABLE SOLUTIONS ON THE 
MARKET that I’m proud to recommend to our 
multifamily customers.”
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the ability to be easily operable by anyone, reducing 
the risk of injury or fatality during any type of situation 
that requires a quick evacuation. It’s essential for 
building safety compliance, often mandated by local 
fire and safety regulations. Exit devices offer security 
from the exterior while permitting unrestricted egress 
from within, which makes them essential for many 
commercial properties.  

By choosing Von Duprin exit devices, the luxury 
apartment complex can improve their ability to stay 
in compliance with legal requirements by offering the 
highest standard of safety to occupants. Combining 
craftsmanship, durability and value, the 70 Series 
exit devices are designed for offices, retail stores, 
multifamily properties, warehouse & industrial spaces. 

The Von Duprin 70 Series offer numerous trim options 
and are designed with flexibility in mind; making it extremely easy to add any additional options. Von 
Duprin’s versatile design was important to The Duo Omaha as they wanted to protect their investment 
well into the future. “Another huge benefit of working with the Allegion team on this project was the level of 
support which was second to none,” 
says Green. 

In addition to the Von Duprin exit devices, 
the project included installing 800 Schlage 
F-Series locks in Phase I and 1282 F Series 
Locks in Phase 2. The Schlage F-Series is a 
residential lockset certified as ANSI/BHMA 
Grade 2, featuring a variety of knobs, levers 
and handle sets known for their high-quality 
design, easy installation, and enhanced 
security features. 

Nustyle Development successfully completed 
Phase 1 of their renovation project by installing 
Von Duprin exit devices and Schlage locks. 
Along the way, Johnson Hardware and 
Allegion were there to help with questions. 
The successful implementation will continue 
during Phase 2 in the North Tower as an 
additional 280 units are under construction 
along with 160 units over the parking garage. 
The smooth installation during Phase I was 
a result of strong collaboration between 
the teams with the goal of creating a safe 
environment for residents. 

’’“Backed by high quality 
standards, the proven quality of 
Von Duprin exit device makes it 
ONE OF THE MOST RELIABLE 
SOLUTIONS ON THE MARKET 
that I’m proud to recommend 
to our multifamily customers.” 
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